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FARM CONDITIONSZ PARTY ACTIVITIES IN BALTIC COUNTRIES
Le Populaire ge Parig Brune Kalning
Paris, 1 Feb 195

The new economic policy deereed vy the Malenkov govermment ig being
zealously implementeg In the Baltje countries. For instance, in Latvia the
Central Committee of the Communist Party hag decided that the number or nilch
COWS must reach 560,000 by the end or 1954, The kolkhoz formers own 60 per-
cent of the coys outright, while the remaining 4o percent are owned by the
kglﬁmzes and the Sovkhozes, Latvia now has 1,153 kolkhozes and 107 tractor
stations.

The situation ot the kKolkhoz farmers in the Baltic courtries hag improved
as a result of lover farm taxes ang inecreaseq rrices paid by the government for
their products, However, thege Prices are sti1] very low compared with the
retail prices Prevailing in staote stores. For éxample, the farpers are paid
1.5 rubles per kilogram for meat, 9 rybleg for butter, and .55 ruble for milk,
while the retail prices of these commodities are 12.55, 26.20, and 2.90 rubles,
Tespectively. N

Meanwhile Communigt mass agitation ang party propagands have been inten-
sified. During the st year 97,000 Communists ang nonparty intellectuals
vere indoctrinateq in Latvia 1 b, 563 political schoolg and study clubs, and

N 60 rayon schools ang evening university courses. Party recruiting methods
have not changed under the Malenkov regime, but the Communist parties of the
three Baltie countries are sti1] ra2letively small, as follows:

Percentage of

Country r-Iembership Pogulation
Latvis 50,000 2.3
Lithuania 36,000 1.2
Estonia 31,000 2.6

These parties are composed mainly of burcaucrats (8p percent), while
the remaining members are workers and Peasants., In 1953, peasants constituted
¢ .1y 7 percent of the membershiy, of the party in Latvia.
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